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AB A method for treating a patient having chronic hepatitis C 

infection to eradicate detectable HCV-RNA involves a combination therapy 
using a therapeutically effective amt . of ribavirin deriv. and a 
therapeutically effective amt. of interferon- . alpha . for a time period of 
from 20 up to 80 wk. Ribavirin derivs . of the invention metabolize in 
vivo into ribavirin. 
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AB Ribavirin cierivs . were prepd. and combined therapy with interferon- . alpha . 

is described for the treatment of susceptible viral infections, for 

example, chronic hepatitis C infections. 
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AB Ribavirin derivs. I [Rl, R2 = straight or branched chain polyalkylene 
oxide polymer conjugate, H, R3-(W)x-Z , (HO)2PO, S03H; W = O, S, NH or 
imino; x= 0, 1/ Z = CO, C(S), C(NH), PO(OH); R3 = H, (un) substituted 
alkyl, alkanoyl, aryl, alkenyl, alkynyl or heterocyclic, cycloalkyl, 
amino, hydroxy, alkoxy derivs. ], and pharmaceutical compns . contg. them 



as well as their use to treat patients having susceptible viral 
infections, alone and in combination with a therapeutically effective amt. 
of interferon-alpha are disclosed. Thus, I (Rl = H; R2 = pivaloyl) was 
prepd. for treating susceptible viral infections, esp. hepatitis 
C viral infections. 
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AB A method for treating a patient having chronic hepatitis C 

infection to eradicate detectable HCV-RNA involving a combination therapy 
using a therapeutically effective amt. of ribavirin deriv. of I [ Rl, R2 = 
H, R3-(W)x-Z ; S03H; W = 0, S, NH or imino; x= 0, 1; Z = CO, C (S) - (HO) 2PO, 
PO(OH); R3 = H, (un) substituted alkyl, alkanoyl, aryl, alkenyl, alkynyl or 
heterocyclic, cycloalkyl, amino, carboxyalkyl, hydroxyalkyl, aminoalkyl 
derivs.] and a therapeutically effective amt. of interf eron-alpha for a 
time period of from 20 up to 80 wk. Thus, I (Rl = H; R2 = pivaloyl) was 
prepd. and Ribavirin Concn . of pooled Rat Plasma (2 rats/pool) following 
oral administration of 40 mpk in 20% hydroxypropyl- . beta . -cyclodextrin was 
AUC = 1523.65 (ng.hr/mL) and %CV - 23.56. 
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